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Describe the general location and imstallations at Tosmares shipyard.

The Tasmares yerd is located north of the city of Liepaja, adjacent

to the northern city limits, on an sartificial inlet, comstructed in
1900, The yard is sbout 3/4 of & mile squara, has two dry-docks,

built on & north-south axis. The docks ere slightly over 600 faet
long, approximately 50 feet wide, and exectly 30 feet from waterline
to keel blocks. The drydocke cenaccommodate vessels up to 18,000 toms.
However, I recell that during the Soviet occupation of 1940, the
erulser Kirov called at Liepaje but would not quite f£it in the drylocks
because of length. Comment: Czitchell Rimingtonts
Fighting Fleets, (New York, Dodd, Mead & Co, 194k) deecribes the

Kirov a8 & USSR heevy crulser, completed in 1937, with an estimated
displacement of 8,800 tons, and quoted dimensions of 627% 3° x 64 x 1T%.
The Kirov and & slster-ship, the Makeim Gorki are listed as sssigned
to the Soviet Baltic Sea ﬂeet__.] Each drydock hes & ten-ton-capacity
crsne on each side. The channel from the drydocks to the Baltic Sea

"is 27 feet deep, but must occasionally be drsdged at the inlet entrumce

owlng to silt deposits.

How meny people d41d the yard employ?

About 1500 in 1939, end from 2000 to 2500 from 1940 to 19kk.

What types of building and repalrs were conducted at the ysrd?

Fo comstruction was initiated between 1939 and late 194k, Prior to
World War II the yard built fishing vessels and gnall coastel steamers.
The yard has all the requisite construction facilities to operate a
building program. During the Boviet occupation of 1940-1941, we can~

ducted external repalrs on Soviet submarines and warships, mostly in
the destroyer snd frigate classes,
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Could the existing facilities of the yard be expanded?

Yes, Flans had already been drawm up in late 1939 to extend beth
drydocks about 200 feet. No widening was contemplated, and owing
to the docks' proximity to each other probably would not be feesible
enyway., The lengthening process covld be accomplished fairly sasily
however.

Whet were some of the defecte you noted in Soviet warships repaired
in the yard?

I understend there are six weight classes of Soviet submarines. They
are 150 toms, 250 toms, 500 toms, 750 tons, 1000 tome aud 1500 toms.
During 1940, 150 ton, 250 tonm, 750 tom and 1500 ton submerines were
repaired at Liepaja. Although Latviane were permitted inside Kezi
warships during the Germen occupation, the Soviets never permitted u
Latvier inside of one of their craft, so mest of our repairs were
conducted on the exterior of some ships. When & Dissel engine

needed changing, & speclal Soviet crew was broughkt in from the USSR

to remove the engine from the ship under repair and tranmsport it to
the Piesel shop for repairs by Latvians under Soviet surveillance.
External repairs consisted of re-weldirg sprung plestes. On the
smaller submarines, there was evidence of poor plste construction.
Some of the submarines sleo suffered from chramic rudder troutle,

and difficulty with the water ejection system whiczh pumps the ballast
tenks. There was some talk by Soviet crewmen of chlorizmstion pollution
of the submarine from the batteries, but their tones were not alarmieh.

Describe the condition of the shipyard when you left | | 25X1

The shipyard was virtuselly undsmeged by the evecuating Soviet and
Nazi ermies in the period 1540 to 1345. Although the Nazis planned
to raze the yard prior to their retrest from the city in 1945, 1
understand from friends that they never hed the chance owing %o the
repid Soviet advance.

Comment on any other installations of eignificencs at the yard.

As you will note in the disgram /See Enclosure (A}/ there are adequata
installations for all types of repairs. In addition, the yard
acquired an 800 tom floating drydock in 1943, which apparently wos

not scuttled in 1945 as intended. The yard hed one other flosting
drydock of 300 tons, also reported undsmeged im 1945,

Whé.t was the calibre of Soviet conduct end sdministration during
the USSR occupaticn of 1940-1941%7

Soviet administration wes frantic end &isorganized im 1940, Confasion,
duplication of effort, amd suspicion of sabotege were rampsnt througi-
out the Soviet visitation. Every feilure or misteke was met with the
Soviet charge of "fascist sabotage.” The Soviet Commapdant uged the
threat of imprisonment comstently until he rveslized that the exhavsted
Latvian workers under his rule had reached the point where they welcomed
inesrceration as an opportunity to escape Soviet suthority.

Lﬁmilable for ipspection and selection at the CIA Graphics Register is a 3" x 5"

photograph of a Tosmares drydock.,/ 1
- eni -

ENCLOSURE: (4): WMot with inséert of Liepaja (to no scale) showing the lccation
of Tosmares yard, and a close-up sketch (to no scale) of yard facilities,

CONFIDENTIAL/SECURITY INFORMATION

Approved For Release 2002/08/07 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200610003-8



-

ICLOSURE "(A)

™

lease Z%M@E

Approved For

Insert shows general
location of Tasmores
Yards.

(Kot to any scale)

Kasern
for soldiers
and sailors

GATRPRARGARTEN02006100(55 ]

25X1

—
6 oul magazines
L {6 feet thick wall
A | Construction office used for parts sto
A oD
-
— o)
Ao Fs +.
A Chrome and | I Offic
Brass Plating D
+ +
__JHardening Shpy !
™ p—— ‘
Electrolytic 4
Shop
e L
N M gt
Boiler Castin, P J—
o Tools
CfPice
———t ——Diesel T .
Repair
Engine " |Piate Repair
Repair i
SNt Machine Shop Lacksmith
W -—“\_/
-
\_’A_’ <
Dry Dry
g Dock \lﬁ ‘[ d Dock %
1 #2
e Pumping
sﬁn
———— A
~ J R )
——
I el - ¥
Closeup of Toswares Yards (ot to Any Scale) o
- /W ) —
N\ SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATION

Approved For Release 2002/08/07 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200610003-8



Approved For Release 2002/08/07 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200610003-8

Approved For Release 2002/08/07 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200610003-8



